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Pakistani Women Organize Against 
Political Rape 
NAFISA HOODBHOY 
The women's movement in Pakistan 
has gained strength in recent years as mid-
dle class, educated women organize and 
fight back against blatant forms of oppres-
sion, in several instances sponsored by 
people in influential positions and in the 
government. 
An alliance between women's and 
progressive groups has emerged to 
demand justice in two incidents of rape in 
which the victims blame government offi-
cials for instigating the crimes as part of a 
political vendetta against the opposition 
movement led by former Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto. 
The space for progressive groups to 
form alliances has developed over the last 
three and one-half years of civilian rule 
that followed the unexpected death in a 
plane crash of former military ruler Gener-
al Zia ul Haq in August, 1988. In elections 
that took place shortly thereafter, Benazir 
Bhutto, co-chair of the Pakistan People's 
Party (PPP), was elevated to Prime Minis-
ter for a brief and turbulent period. Bhutto 
was defeated in the 1990 polls by the pre-
sent government, a coalition of conserva-
tive Islamic and ethnic parties referred to 
as the Islamic Democratic Alliance (IDA). 
Since its ouster, the PPP claims it has 
been victimized by false charges against 
its members, with party leaders jailed and 
allegedly tortured while in police custody. 
Bhutto's husband, Asif Zardari, has been 
in jail for the last fifteen months on cor-
ruption charges. 
Despite Pakistan's return to civilian 
rule, it teeters between secular British law, 
inherited at partition from India in 194 7, 
and the Islamic laws passed during eleven 
and one-half years of military rule under 
Zia ul Haq. Adding to the complexity is 
the 12th Amendment, passed by Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif, which set up spe-
cial anti-terrorist courts to try "criminals" 
( often political) of heinous crimes. Thus, 
the jurisdiction of the Federal Shariat 
Courts set up under Zia ul Haq includes 
Islamic punishments like stoning to death, 
flogging, and cutting off hands for the 
crimes of extramarital sex, adultery, and 
divorce. However, these extreme sanctions 
often conflict with coexisting secular law. 
In the recent rapes, one of the victims 
was Farhana (Veena) Hayat, a friend of 
Benazir Bhutto. Hayat blames the Sindh 
provincial government for her rape, and 
has named lrfanullah Marwat (advisor to 
the Chief Minister on Home Affairs and 
son-in-law of Pakistan's president) as the 
person who attacked her, via mercenaries, 
because of her friendship with the Bhuttos. 
Hayat alleges that on November 27th of 
last year five armed men tied up the ser-
vants in her house, sexually assaulted her, 
and tortured her throughout the night 
while questioning her about her relation-
ship with Benazir Bhutto, Bhutto's hus-
band, and other PPP leaders. 
The second victim, Khursheed 
Baloch, is a washerwoman and wife of a 
PPP worker arrested in a bombing inci-
dent. She says she was raped while in 
police custody on November 19th, and 
afterwards left in her community crying 
and with her clothes ripped. Her son was 
also arrested, her home broken into and 
devastated, and neighbors forced to leave 
the area out of fear of police reprisals, 
according to women's rights activists who 
are now sheltering Baloch. 
Progressive groups have taken up the 
case of both rape victims as part of an 
effort to fight increasing state terrorism. 
Supporting the women is a group called 
War Against Rape (WAR) which cam-
paigns to break the silence surrounding 
rape in Pakistan. WAR, which includes 
men as well as women, has organized 
nation-wide protest meetings and demon-
strations about the two cases, with backing 
from a cross-section of society and good 
press coverage. 
Baloch is now living in a women's 
shelter while human rights activists battle 
her case in court. In addition to holding 
protest meetings, WAR has mobilized sup-
porters to show up at every court hearing. 
The group has also held support meetings 
in the squatter settlement that the victim 
continued on page six 
Dear Resist, 
I'm a private citizen who is extremely 
alarmed about the synergistic effects of 
both global warming and ozone depletion. 
Every group your organi7.ation is funding 
needs to now spend some of their time on 
this issue. Why? 
1. The problem is here now and expo-
nentially getting worse beyond computer 
models; 2. Likely scenario: 50% loss of 
the world's food production and massive 
epidemics due to UV-B destruction (sup-
pression actually) of our immune system, 
along with wildlife extinctions; 3. Already 
massive die-outs of forest areas, which, 
release CO2; 4. Massive relocation of 
38% of the world's population [from] the 
coastal areas, in the next decade[s]; 5. 
Most significantly, if something isn't 
effectively done this decade, the world's 
economies will start to collapse in an 
attempt to solve such a world-wide crisis. 
I'm sure all the groups you fund have 
worthwhile objectives. However, this is 
the very issue I'm fighting against. My 
first effort is to try to get all the citizen's 
action and environmental groups to incor-
porate at least part of this serious global 
problem into their own cause. Too many 
environmental groups have become 
locked-in to regional issues and have 
almost become brain-dead to what will 
happen to everyone's cause if we can't eat 
or live a healthy life on this planet Amaz-
ingly, it has already started ... Our skin 
cancer deaths are up 2100%! ... What is 
causing the problem with the ozone today 
is only half the problem. If we stopped all 
brominated, flourinated, chlorinated com-
pounds today, we still have massive 
amounts that are still to migrate up into 
the stratosphere. 
So, no matter what we do, the ozone 
depletion problem will at least get twice 
as bad .... The world's military, infamous 
for their carefree disposal methods, can 
off-set all civilian efforts to stop global 
warming ... .In short, the world is in big, 
big trouble. The fun is over .... We can't 
avoid what's happening but the sooner 
everyone gets on this issue, the less 
economic and other bad effects we'll feel. 
John Sinclair 
Rt.2, Box 396 
Paris, 1N, 38242 
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Ed. Note: This letter had to be edited for 
length. The writer has available an audio 
tape with more details on both ozone 
depletion and global warming, and some 
truly frightening articles about the 
current situation in Australia, New 
'Zealand, Chile and Argentina, which are 
feeling the worst effects of ozone deple-
tion so far. 
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Feminism and Nationalism in 
Northern Ireland 
KELLEY READY 
It was luck, literally, that last spring 
allowed me to realize my longtime dream 
of visiting Ireland. I won a free airline 
ticket in a local raffle. Luck of the Irish, 
that is, as my family background is Irish 
Catholic, which accounts for some of Ire-
land's attraction for me. I had also been 
curious about the political conflict in 
Northern Ireland, although until then my 
political work (with women in El Sal-
vador) had consumed all my traveling 
time and money in trips to Central Ameri-
ca. That political work, while it may have 
delayed my trip, helped me better under-
stand the work of nationalist Irish women. 
Over the last seven years, I have been 
privileged to watch Salvadoran women 
build a feminist movement in the midst of 
civil war. Some of the strategies used 
effectively by the Salvadoran women's 
movement, which differ from those used 
by the grassroots feminist movement in 
the U.S, are similar to those employed by 
Irish nationalist feminists. 
As a North American who has expe-
rienced nationalism as the jingoism used 
to drum up support for imperialist or 
interventionist wars on the part of our 
government, I am suspicious of national-
ism in general, including the role it plays 
within the FMLN in El Salvador, and 
within the Sinn Fein, the Irish political 
party most closely associated with the 
Irish Republican Anny. The U.S. left, par-
ticularly the women's movement, has had 
an uneasy relationship with national liber-
ation struggles. That attitude is reflected 
in a recent commentary by Rebecca Gor-
don in the Guardian (March 4, 1992). 
Gordon writes, "My basic argument with 
nationalism as a route to liberation is that 
it obscures the power relations of race, 
class or sex that exist within the nation .... " 
Yet both the Salvadoran and Northern 
Irish feminist activists that I have met 
associate their feminism with (and some-
times subordinate it to) a broader struggle 
for national self-determination. While 
nationalism may obscure societal divi-
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Mural still in process on the side of the Sinn Fein 
office in Belfast. Photo: Kelley Ready 
sions, in some contexts it may also foster 
the opportunity for feminism to develop. 
Here I want to look at the ways nationalist 
feminists in Northern Ireland are balanc-
ing nationalism and feminism in the midst 
of war and trying to integrate both within 
their struggle. 
Background to the Conruct 
Chrissie McAuley is one of the lead-
ing feminist nationalists in Ireland. Like 
Sinn Fein, the political party she belongs 
to, McAuley calls for the reunification of 
Ireland and supports armed struggle as a 
means to achieve it McAuley describes 
the situation in Northern Ireland in a way 
that recalls very vividly the situation in El 
Salvador: political domination by a pow-
erful neighbor and by a national minority; 
extreme militariz.ation of society; system-
atic denial of human rights (as has been 
documented -and criticized by Amnesty 
International and Helsinki Watch); repres-
sion of indigenous cultures; imprisonment 
without trial; and support for a clandestine 
army by an oppressed civilian population. 
She also describes a women's movement 
that has grown out of the resistance and 
remains a part of it. 
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In Ireland the struggle goes back 
some 300 years to the period when the 
British sent settlers to the Northeast coast 
of the island. These settlers shared neither 
the language, customs, or Catholic reli-
gious beliefs of the Irish people. They 
were the forebears of today's Protestants 
in Northern Ireland. The British relied on 
these settlers to protect their interests and 
rewarded them for doing so. Ireland 
became England's first colony, the Protes-
tants were the colonizers. 
During World War I, Irish Republi-
cans took advantage of British preoccupa-
tion with the war to declare their indepen-
dence. In 1919, civil war broke out 
between Republicans, who supported 
independence, and Unionists (or loyalists) 
who wanted to maintain the union with 
Britain. Most, though not all, Republicans 
were Catholic, and most of the Unionists 
were Protestant. When a treaty was finally 
signed in 1921, it created the Free State 
consisting of 26 of Ireland's counties. The 
other six counties remained under British 
control as Northern Ireland.. 
According to McAuley the section of 
Ireland that was carved out to create 
Northern Ireland was "the most economi-
cally sustainable area in Ireland following 
the industrialization period in the nine-
teenth century and it also contained the 
majority of Unionists. The Unionists are 
only 20% of the entire nation of Ireland. 
They are a significant national minority, 
but they are a minority nonetheless, [yet] 
since partition they have held veto 
[power, with British support] over Irish 
unification .... " By dividing the country on 
the basis of political and economic inter-
ests, Republican vs. Unionist, that reflect 
religious differences, Catholic v. Protes-
tant, partition established the groundwork 
for the present conflict. 
While the Protestants are a minority 
in Ireland, partition enabled them, as 
Unionists, to control the political system 
in the North. This led to discrimination 
against Catholics in employment and, 
more importantly, in the allocation of 
public housing which was distributed by 
the Unionist-controlled councils. Union-
ists did not want to assign additional 
continued on page four 
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Ireland 
continued from page three 
housing to Catholics because voting rights 
were determined by housing; the right to 
vote was limited to one vote per house-
hold. As a direct result of the Unionists' 
attempt to limit the political power of 
Catholics, it became increasingly difficult 
for Catholics to obtain housing. 
When one understands this history, it 
becomes clear that the common character-
ization of the war in Ireland as a religious 
conflict must be discarded. Oonagh Mar-
ron, director of the Falls Women's Center 
in West Belfast, asks rhetorically, "If the 
whole nationalist population converted to 
be Presbyterians tomorrow, would that be 
the end of your cultural and national aspi-
rations? Of course it wouldn't." She goes 
on to provide a more accurate explanation 
for the more than twenty years of unrest 
"We have grown up with a state that has 
rejected our experience, rejected any input 
from us, rejected any acknowledgement 
of our history or our culture, ... and has 
really brutally discriminated against us 
and I mean, really brutally. If you look at 
the history of the six-county statelet since 
its inception, it is a history of pogroms, 
murder, bad housing and disease, unem-
ployment and discrimination, of depriving 
people of the basic right to explore and 
develop and fulfill ourselves as human 
beings." 
Catholic Civil Rights 
These conditions were challenged in 
the late sixties in a movement demanding 
civil rights for Catholics. One of the 
actions that triggered the movement was 
the eviction from public housing of a 
young Catholic mother and her three chil-
dren by the Unionist-controlled Council. 
In her book, Women in a War Zone, 
McAuley writes that the decision to occu-
py several houses in response to the evic-
tion, "was the first direct action taken by 
the civil rights movement, but, more sig-
nificantly, it was women who were the 
driving force behind the initiative." 
Women were an essential part of the 
movement from the beginning. 
The movement did not arise as a 
direct response to the earlier struggle for a 
united Ireland, and opposing partition was 
not initially part of its agenda. According 
to Marron, it was largely inspired by the 
civil rights movement in the United 
States. The movement began with an 
agenda of nonviolent moderate reform in 
the areas of voting rights, unemployment 
and job discrimination, and repeal of the 
Page Four 
Special Powers Act (legislation allowing 
wide-ranging powers of search, arrest, 
detention, and imprisonment). 
The reaction of the mostly Protestant 
police forces, the Royal Ulster Constabu-
lary (RUC) and the B-Specials, to the 
Catholic civil rights marches may have 
also been inspired by the behavior of their 
U.S. counterparts, the mostly white police 
forces and FBI. The RUC's brutal attacks 
on the nonviolent demonstrators resulted 
in international outcry. British troops were 
deployed to keep the peace between the 
Protestants and the Catholics. 
McAuley, who grew up in the Catho-
lic ghetto of Falls Road in West Belfast, 
readily acknowledges that her community 
initially welcomed the arrival of the 
British troops: "We did welcome them as 
peacekeepers because we were fairly 
naive and we were relieved ... that at least 
we weren't continuing to be burnt out of 
our houses the way we had been by the 
Unionists, by the Loyalists. And I remem-
ber my grandmother and other people say-
ing 'It'll not be long before those guns are 
turned against us.' And unfortunately that 
was proven true." 
The repression directed toward 
nationalist communities has taken a vari-
ety of forms in the twenty years since the 
"Troubles" began. Republican women's 
resistance to that repression has changed 
with it; women have participated in the 
strike that resulted in the death of Bobby 
Sands and others. The strike committees 
that sprang up throughout Ireland were 
primarily made up of women. 
Sinn Fein and Feminism 
At the same time that women have 
participated in the struggle against the 
British, they have struggled within their 
organizations for equal rights and 
increased opportunities. In Sinn Fein, a 
women's coordinating committee was 
formed in 1979, evolving into the 
Women's Department in 1980. McAuley, 
one of the founders of the Women's 
Department, says that the women did not 
want to repeat the experience of women 
in other countries whose struggles for 
equality lost ground once the revolution-
ary process was over: "As Republican 
women we wanted to ensure first and 
foremost that there was a firm commit-
ment [to the equality of women] from the 
Republican movement and that commit-
ment would be shown in our policy docu-
ments and in the way we educate our male 
membership and the Republican move-
ment as a whole." 
McAuley feels that the Sinn Fein 
Women's Department has been, on the 
whole, successful. "When I first [joined] 
the movement there were some very open 
blatant sexist attitudes from men and we 
have very little of that now and they're 
We have grown up with a state that has rejected our 
experience, rejected any input from us ... and has brutally 
discriminated against us ... it is a history of pogroms, murder, 
bad housing, disease, unemployment ... of depriving people 
of the basic right to explore and develop and fulfill 
ourselves as human beings. . 
struggle on many levels and suffered the 
consequences. Neighborho.od women 
would bang dust bin lids to alert IRA 
"volunteers" to the presence of British 
patrols, and were targeted for harassment 
as a result During the years of internment 
(a policy which allowed the arrest, torture, 
and imprisonment without trial of sus-
pected IRA sympathizers) women formed 
the backbone of support for political pris-
oners. In an attempt to pressure the British 
to reclassify POWs as political prisoners 
( they had eliminated this classification in 
1976), women who were incarcerated in 
Armagh prison joined Republican men 
from the H-Block prison in the hunger 
Resist Newsletter 
held accountable," she said. While 
women in Sinn Fein recognize the impor-
tance of highlighting their oppression as 
women, they identify the success of the 
struggle for national liberation as the pre-
condition for socialism and the liberation 
of Irish women. 
Sinn Fein has been criticized for its 
failure to consistently uphold a feminist 
position. Sinn Fein sat out the 1983 fight 
in the Republic against a constitutional 
amendment to prohibit abortion because it 
did not have a pro-choice majority. While 
abortion was already illegal, the success-
ful drive to make its prohibition part of 
the Irish constitution made the prospect of 
April, 1992 
legaluation ever more remote. In an inter-
view in Forward Motion Bernadette 
Devlin-McAliskey said that in 1985, after 
a process of internal education and 
debate, the national meeting of Sinn Fein 
finally endorsed the legalii.ation of abor-
tion in limited cases. Although McAuley 
does not consider this position "ideal" 
from a feminist perspective, she points 
out that it is the "most progressive" posi-
tion of any party in Ireland.* In the 1986 
referendum to legalize divorce in the 
Republic, Sinn Fein participated in the 
unsuccessful campaign to get it approved. 
On the other hand feminist Republi-
cans criticize the women's movement for 
confining itself to a limited definition of 
women's rights and for refusing to 
address women's issues when they come 
up in the context of the natioruµist strug-
gle. For example in the mid-eighties, a 
campaign was mounted against the use of 
strip searches as a form of mental, physi-
cal, and sexual torture of female political 
prisoners. In the Forward Motion inter-
view Devlin-McAliskey claimed that sec-
tions of the women's movement would 
have nothing to do with the campaign 
because of their position on the national 
question, and their opposition to the polit-
ical affiliation of the prisoners. 
Feminism and Nationalism 
Feminist groups in Ireland must con-
stantly negotiate around the question of 
nationalism. The Falls Women's Center, 
where Oonagh Marron is the project coor-
dinator, is located in a Catholic section of 
West Belfast. The center provides coun-
selling, support and information on sub-
jects such as health, housing, and lesbian-
ism. Their brochure lists classes ·on 
information technology and the Irish lan-
guage as well as workshops on health, 
assertiveness training, and the law. Their 
creche, or day care center, provides care 
for children of all ages, for any reason, 
including going to court or visiting pris-
ons. Marron believes it is important to 
build ties between Catholic and Protestant 
women. "Here, as a women's center," she 
notes, "we have a lot of contact with 
* Sinn Fein recently reiterated their call/or a repeal 
of the amendment in response to the well-publicized 
case of a 14-year-old rape victim who was tem-
porarily prohibited from obtaining an abortion in 
England. For Sinn Fein's most recent policy docu-
ment on women, write the Sinn Fein office, 44 Par-
nell Square, Dublin 1, Ireland; or the Irish Women's 
Studies Group, c/o Cannavan, 922 E. 15th Street 
#JA, Brooklyn, NY 11230. 
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women's groups in all areas of Belfast, 
loyalist areas as well. It's important that 
the agenda that's being set is an honest 
agenda so that we are not apologizing for 
being nationalists, so that we're not being 
put in a position of having to defend our 
political expression .... 
" ... our experiences and our history 
and our culture [must be] validated 
and ... their culture and history and experi-
ence [must be] validated as well. Coming 
out of that, then we can move on and dis-
cuss the greater issues. But, unless we 
work through that discussion, the meeting 
will crumble at the first attack. And it's 
happened so often in the past. The last 
year we've had very good discussions ... " 
The debate on women's rights versus 
national rights has a long history in Ire-
land. An active suffragist movement 
existed at the time of the Easter Uprising 
in 1916 and was opposed by such promi-
nent Republican women as Constance 
M_arkievicz who commanded a battalion 
in the insurrection. She argued against 
fighting for women's right to vote for rep-
resentation in the British parliament, but 
urged women instead to fight for an Irish 
parliament to vote in. McAuley echoes 
her argument when she says: "In the 
twenty-six counties, the women's move-
ment isn't strong. The reason why women 
can't make demands on the state in both 
parts of Ireland, north and south, is 
because of partition. Partition not only 
divides people north and south and on 
religious grounds, it divides women -
they don't have a united position. I feel 
that as long as partition is here and the 
British presence is in the country, we'll 
not, as women, progress one step forward. 
Maybe you'll get 0ne step forward but 
you'll take five steps back because what 
the state gives you on one hand, they'll 
take away with the other." 
Rita O'Hare, an editor of the Sinn 
Fein newspaper agrees: "Partition has 
divided women, particularly since women 
are on the bottom of the heap in Ire-
land .... This sort of false idea that's put out 
that somehow women in the North are 
better off in that they can avail [them-
selves] of civil rights that are not available 
here [in the Republic of Ireland], like 
divorce information and contraception -
I think the reality is that it took women in 
the North to fight long and hard to get the 
very restricted rights ... that they have .... 
The politicii.ation of people through what 
was happening in the North made them 
able to fight for those things." 
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McAuley agrees that it is the political 
conditions under which women in the 
North have struggled, rather than the fact 
that the South is controlled by the Roman 
Catholic Church as is often asserted, that 
has taught Northern Irish women to fight 
for their needs. As McAuley notes, 
"Women in these communities are very 
politicized because of the British pres-
ence ... we've an army of occupation on 
the streets which we have to fight every-
day of our lives." 
A march to commemorate Interna-
tional Women's Day last year illustrates 
the nationalist women's point of view. On 
March 10, 1991, an organization called 
Women Against Oppression, which 
included the Sinn Fein Women's Depart-
ment and others, began a march to the 
Belfast City Hall. In doing so, they hoped 
to end a 70-year-old ban on nationalists 
marching to the city center. While they 
had all the necessary permits, the march 
was stopped by the RUC after only sever-
al hundred yards. The RUC demanded 
that the band that was accompanying the 
marchers be removed. When organizers 
complied with the demand, the RUC 
reluctantly let them move on only to stop 
the march again at the edge of the city 
center. Their objection this time was the 
banner at the head of the march which 
read, "La Idimaisiunta na mBan", Interna-
tional Women's Day in Gaelic. 
Gaelic, or Irish, is the indigenous lan-
guage of Ireland. For centuries its use was 
prohibited by the British, though it is still 
the first language on parts of the island. 
Republicans have resisted the elimination 
of the language and recently even the 
British government has funded projects to 
preserve it. Despite this fact the use of 
Gaelic was "offensive" and "provocative" 
according to the RUC, and had no rele-
vance to women. So the marchers 
resigned themselves to holding their rally 
at the point where they were stopped. 
But the women resolved to come back 
again. On April 21 a second march was 
organized by Women Against Oppression 
and was again stopped before it entered 
the city center. The marchers faced a line 
of armed RUC soldiers and Land Rovers, 
the type of configuration which has 
opened fire on peaceful demonstrations in 
the past. The excuse this time was that 
there was a Boy Scout parade. Rather than 
risking a massacre by pushing on, the 
crowd again held a rally where they were 
stopped. At this point a broader "National 
continued on page nine 
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comes from, to give confidence to the 
community and to Baloch herself. 
Political Rape in Pakistan 
The use of rape as a method of set-
tling scores with political foes is a new 
and insidious development in Pakistani 
politics. The PPP alleges that while in the 
past male workers have been tortured by 
the Criminal Investigation Agency (CIA), 
now opposition women risk being raped to 
devastate them and their families and pre-
vent further organizing. Shortly after com-
ing to power in 1990, Pakistan's new gov-
ernment (IDA) arrested a woman activist 
from the People's Students Federation 
(PSF), which is affiliated with the PPP, 
and tortured her by hanging her upside 
down in CIA custody. There were subse-
quent reports that she was raped in order 
to make her "confess" to the involvement 
of Benazir Bhutto and Asif Zardari in the 
murders of members of an ethnic party 
currently in alliance with the government. 
But it is the rape of an upper-class and 
powerfully connected woman like Veena 
Hayat, and her decision to go public, that 
is creating shock waves in Pakistani soci-
ety. The general sentiment is that if an 
upper-class and well-connected woman 
like Hayat can be raped at the behest of 
the government, no one else can expect 
protection from the law. In particular, edu-
cated and middle-class women's groups 
are waking up to the realization that their 
class no longer protects them and their 
homes are not the sanctuary they had pre-
viously imagined. 
This realization has given impetus to 
middle-class organizations like the 
Women's Action Forum (WAF) and WAR. 
WAR was formed two years ago as a sub-
committee of the WAF. It has since 
become autonomous and is larger and 
more active than the parent group. Its 
activities range from holding monthly 
meetings to create awareness about rape, 
getting legal aid for rape victims, mobiliz-
ing supporters to attend court hearings, 
writing to the government, demonstrating 
in the streets, and influencing public opin-
ion through the media. 
As the state continues to condone vio-
lence, those who oppose it are finding 
themselves under increased threat and 
intimidation. The atmosphere of intoler-
ance and the open availability of weapons 
makes these threats very real. When Khur-
sheed Baloch found the courage to speak 
out against her rapist, police immediately 
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got on her trail. In Hayat's case, the doctor 
who examined her after she was raped 
received threats warning him not to dis-
close the incident, and he was forced to 
leave the city soon after in order to protect 
himself. 
A Battle for Sanity 
It is in this atmosphere that women's 
and progressive groups battle for sanity. 
Corruption is endemic in the society, with 
police, lawyers, judges, and politicians 
becoming parties to crime because of clan 
or ethnic loyalties, patronage, and money. 
Recently friends of the accused MPA 
visited the family and offered them money 
as well as a woman to "replace" the one 
who was murdered. The concept of 
providing a woman in exchange to another 
family is clearly tantamount to treating 
women as property, but this simply 
reflects the low status women hold in this 
culture. 
Mobilization of the Middle Cl~ 
With less than 13% literacy in the 
country, human rights activism in Pakistan 
is almost always based in the cities; many 
Hundreds of women have been imprisoned,frequently 
under false charges of "zina" (sex outside of marriage), by 
a male dominated society that uses the Hudood laws as a 
lever of control. 
The vulnerability of poor victims to 
threats, bribes, and intimidation has been a 
major factor preventing activists from 
bringing wrongdoers to trial. Often, when 
the accused person is influential, he uses 
his influence to buy his way through the 
system. 
When the PPP was in power ( 1988-
1990), its elected officials also abused 
power. In one instance, grassroots groups 
functioning independently of the PPP 
mobilized successfully against a PPP-
MPA (member of the Provincial Assem-
bly). There was considerable evidence that 
this man had murdered a woman doctor in 
January, 1990, and dumped her body on 
the highway. Publicity in the case con-
tributed to the large presence of women's 
rights activists in court on the day of his 
bail hearing. Activists believe it was their 
psychological pressure that led the judge 
to deny the MPA bail. He was arrested and 
has been in prison for the last two years. 
Human rights activists have been suc-
cessful in this case largely because the 
murdered woman's family has refused to 
agree to an out-of-court tribal settlement. 
Pakistan is divided into ethnic communi-
ties - Sindhis, Baluchis, Pakhtuns, and 
Punjabis. These groups are sub-divided by 
tribe. It is common practice for tribal 
heads in rural areas to use their influence 
to resolve disputes which would otherwise 
go to the courts. Despite pressures from 
tribal chiefs to make such a settlement in 
the case of the murdered woman doctor, 
her rural Sindhi family is fighting the case 
in court as a matter of principle, to protect 
the rule of law. 
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activists come from middle class back-
grounds and have been educated outside 
the country in Europe or the United States. 
Their involvement in organizing against 
political rape is a significant development 
in a deeply class divided society like Pak-
istan where the upper classes have in the 
past tended to stay aloof from the rest of 
the population. 
A developing alliance between mid-
dle-income progressives and the press is 
also affecting the secular military estab-
lishment (largely western educated) which 
has substantial influence in Pakistani poli-
tics. As the pressure from progressive 
activists and the press grows, military 
agencies have begun to pressure the gov-
ernment into shaking feudal politicians 
into action. A good example was Hayat's 
case in which the military pushed the 
Sindh government into a comer by order-
ing an inquiry into the CIA, which Hayat 
blamed for her rape. 
But even while the liberal bourgeoisie 
has been mobilized by Hayat's case, tribal 
law remains powerful. Hayat's father, Sar-
dar Shaukat Hayat, a Muslim League 
politician and associate of the founder of 
Pakistan, Mohommed Ali Jinnah, jolted 
the educated elite when he held a press 
conference in Islamabad in December, to 
say that his daughter had been raped at the 
instruction of the president's son-in-law. 
However, shortly thereafter, he summoned 
a meeting of tribal elders (Jirga) who pro-
nounced the death sentence for the Presi-
dent's son-in-law, which is the Islamic 
punishment for rape. Human rights groups 
were silent concerning this reversion to 
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hierarchical tribal methods of settling dis-
putes, though many privately disagreed 
with it 
In the aftermath of the public outcry 
at Hayat's rape, the government agreed to 
constitute a tribunal to investigate the case. 
A Sindh High Court judge conducted 
hearings in the tribunal during which 
Hayat's servants gave evidence. She and 
her father refused to participate because 
the judge was appointed by the Sindh gov-
ernment which the Hayats blamed for 
instigating the rape in the first place. The 
judge's report concluded that there was no 
evidence to indict the president's son-in-
law, an4 it also threw out the charge that 
Hayat was raped by more than one man. 
The report did charge official investigation 
agencies for "culpable omissions and neg-
ligence," perhaps as a face-saving ploy. 
So strong, however, was the continu-
ing outcry that the Prime Minister calkd 
for an independent investigation into the 
case. The CIA, which had a reputation for 
torturing political opponents of the gov-
ernment, including women, became the 
object of shatp public criticism. This has 
led to a shake-up in the composition of 
the CIA as well as the police structure in 
Sindh province. The police agency, super-
vised by the president's son-in-law, had 
been at war with the independent press, 
even instigating attacks on journalists and 
taking them to court on libel charges for 
writing investigative stories on their mis-
doings . The removal of the Deputy 
Inspector General of the CINSindh by the 
federal government has thus become a 
symbol of victory for those agitating for 
change. However, there have been no 
personnel changes at lower levels of the 
agency. 
The Hudood Ordinances 
The recent political rapes in Pakistan 
have led to fresh demands by women's 
groups for the repeal of the discriminatory 
Islamic Hudood Ordinances which were 
passed in 1979 under Zia al Hag's military 
dictatorship. Benazir Bhutto is now calling 
for the repeal of the ordinances, although, 
while in power, she was criticized for not 
working hard enough to get rid of them. 
The Hudood Ordinances, part of Pak-
istan's constitution, require the testimony 
of four Muslim adult male eye-witnesses 
before the maximum punishment (stoning 
to death) can be applied to a rapist 
Under the Ordinances, a woman vic-
tim's testimony may be considered, but 
only enough to apply a lesser punishment 
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to the rapist. Even this is only in theory 
because the Ordinances blur the distinc-
tion between rape and adultery, so that a 
rape victim may be accused of having had 
sex outside of marriage. 
The British civil law on rape requires, 
as well, that a woman produce a medical 
certificate to back up her charges. This 
almost invariably lets the rapist go free. As 
Nuzhat Kidwai, an activist from WAF, 
remarked, "After a woman is raped she 
doesn't just brush off her clothes and walk 
to the doctor to get herself examined." 
These requirements along with the 
Hudood Ordinances can mean that when a 
woman reports rape, instead of justice she 
herself may be imprisoned for adultery. 
This situation arose soon after the 
passage of the Hudood Ordinances when a 
blind woman, a maid, was sentenced to 
flogging after she complained that she had 
been raped in the household where she 
worked. Public outrage by women's 
groups stopped the sentence from being 
carried out Since then, however, hundreds 
of women have been imprisoned, fre-
quently under false charges of "zina" (sex 
outside of marriage), by a male dominated 
society that uses the Hudood laws as a 
lever of control. 
Secular Feminism Takes Hold 
In 1984, WAF held the first major 
demonstration against these discriminatory 
laws, when hundreds of women marched 
to protest the Laws of Evidence according 
to which the testimony given by two 
women is considered equivalent to that 
given by one man. Demonstrators were 
tear-gassed and scores of women arrested. 
Afterwards, the Mullahs passed "fatwas" 
(religious decrees) that the protesting 
women's marriages be annulled. 
Significantly, when WAF met in 
Lahore last November to celebrate its 
tenth anniversary, members analyzed ways 
in which their tactics and strategies have 
fallen short. They concluded that they had 
been forced into a reactive position, 
protesting against "Islamic" legislation 
like the Hudood Ordinances, Laws of Evi-
dence, Qisas and Diyat (in which compen-
sation given for a murdered woman is half 
that for a man), the Shariat Bill (making 
laws conform to the Qtnan) and the Eighth 
Amendment passed by Zia al Haq, which 
made all Islamic laws part of the constitu-
tion. In a radical departure from the past, 
WAF declared that it was a "secular, femi-
nist organization which could not avoid 
being political if it wanted to succeed in 
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achieving women's rights." 
For a woman's organization to declare 
that there must be a separation between 
religion and the state amounts to near trea-
son in a country like Pakistan. In the past, 
some women's groups have tried to define 
women's roles within Islam, while others 
have stayed silent on the issue. With its 
position, WAF remains a tiny group, con-
fined to the cities. In the last few years, 
however, recognizing that its strength aris-
es from building ties with other women, 
the organization has begun making inroads 
in the rural areas, allying itself with village 
women's groups. 
One of these, Sindhiani Tehrik (Sind-
hi Women's Movement) mobilizes peasant 
women in the interior of Sindh province 
against practices like the abduction and 
sale of women, wife-beating, polygamy, 
and strict "purdah" (confinement of 
women) which is usually enforced by the 
power-wielding landlord class. 
The group works hard to educate 
women about the patriarchal oppression 
they face and the ways they are demeaned 
in the name of religion. Sindhiani Tehrik is 
affiliated with a secular, left-wing Sindhi 
nationalist organization called the Awami 
Tehrik. However, the group works inde-
pendently with women by going from vil-
lage to village to raise awareness and 
mobilize them on political issues. In these 
villages a man and woman can both be 
murdered for simply talking to one anoth-
er, and Sindhiani has faced considerable 
opposition from the landlords of the 
region. But despite overwhelming odds, 
the group continues to grow and now has a 
membership of more than 15,000 women 
in Sindh. 
In certain ways Sindhiani has a 
greater edge in organizing peasant women, 
who ironically can be more independent 
than many city women. Village women 
work in the fields, fetch water, socialize in 
big groups and generally have a measure 
of freedom that comes from living in the 
open. Working with Sindhiani, many 
women have begun to voice independent 
decisions about whom to marry and 
whether to have children. They are stand-
ing up against domestic violence and leav-
ing abusive husbands. Sindhiani Tehrik 
shelters battered women while negotiating 
with their husbands that their wives will 
not return unless they are treated fairly. 
Many men respond well and the women 
return. If such a settlement can't be 
reached, Sindhiani assists women in find-
continued on page eight 
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ing work so that they can becom'e econom-
ically independent from their husbands. 
The transition to democratic rule in 
Pakistan, however turbulent, has brought 
with it the growth of progressive groups 
and relative freedom of the press. Yet, the 
number of groups which are well-
informed, secular, and involved with 
bringing about social change is still minus-
cule. Differences in class, social upbring-
ing and language have created deep divi-
sions in the society. The primarily rural 
population lives in mud huts, without 
water, electricity, roads, or health care. 
Many people are illiterate. This makes it 
very difficult for people who have been 
raised upper class, with resources and a 
Western education, to join in a struggle 
where they don't see their own interests at 
stake. But women have been uniting 
across class lines because of their common 
interest in ending the treatment of women 
as the property of men, and their disen-
franchisement from public and political 
life. 
Though conditions here are very dif-
ferent than those in the West, the support 
of international human rights organiza-
tions has begun to play an important role 
in bringing pressure on the government. 
Visits by Amnesty International, Asia 
Watch, and European human rights groups 
now provide a check on government 
abuse. Feminists and progressive activists 
who visit Pakistan should make contact 
with local groups to learn how all of us 
can develop effective strategies for 
change. • 
Nafisa Hoodbhoy is a staff correspondent 
for the English language daily newspaper 
Dawn in Karachi, Pakistan. She has a 
Masters degree in History from the U.S., 
where she has lived and worked as a jour-
nalist and derived much feminist support 
from her contact with progressive and 
women's groups. 
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H'e Thought You Might be Interested ... 
Non-violence in Practice 
Peace Brigades International offers a 
training, June 20-26, 1992, near Toronto, 
Ontario for anyone interested in supporting 
or joining its peace teams. Vohmteers serve 
as international observers and accompany 
threatened activists in Guatemala, El 
Salvador, and Sri Lanka. In Central Ame-
rica, PBI also offers workshops on non-
violent conflict resolution, group formation 
and negotiation techniques to schools, 
churches, and grassroots organizations. 
The weekend orientation (June 20-21) 
is an exciting introduction to PBI's work, 
open to everyone. The remainder of the 
training is more intensive preparation for 
work on the teams, conducted in English for 
Sri Lanka applicants and in Spanish for 
Central America applicants. The cost is $50 
for orientation and $150 for the entire 
training. For registration information, 
contact Peace Brigades International, 333 
Valencia St., Suite 330, San Francisco, CA 
94103, or call, (415) 864-7242. 
Resources for Resistance 
The South and Meso American Indian 
Information Center (SAIIC) now has its 
"500 Years of Indian Resistance: Resources 
for Action" kit available for purchase. The 
kit is designed to help concerned indi-
viduals, groups, and organizations network 
and become informed about the significance 
of 1992 from Indian perspectives as well as 
the longer-term issues and struggles 
confronted by Indian peoples of the Ame-
ricas. The resources contained in the kit 
include: a comprehensive listing of over 
600 native and non-native organizations 
from South, Central and North America, 
and Europe, that are working on alternative 
500 years events, Indian solidarity, and the 
struggle for indigenous rights; a bibli-
ography of recommended books, periodi-
cals and articles; a calendar listing upcom-
ing national, international and continental 
events; statements and articles by indige-
nous leaders; a list of available speakers, 
with information on how to participate in 
co-sponsoring speaking tours; curricular 
and audiovisual resources; and, the newest 
issue of SAIIC's newsletter, which contains 
extensive and detailed information about 
indigenous struggles in the Americas. 
Cost per copy is $10 in the U.S or $14 
elsewhere. Orders over ten copies are $2 
less. To order, write SAIIC, P.O. Box 28703, 
Oakland, CA 94604, or call (510) 834-4263. 
Guatemala Project 
In Guatemala, the coming year bears 
special importance for indigenous peoples 
struggling for their dignity and freedom. 
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The Campaign for Peace and Life in 
Guatemala (co-sponsored by AFSC and a 
number of other religious and activist 
groups) has prepared an organizing packet 
for house meetings and educational events 
containing: background and analysis on 
Guatemala and the legacy of conquest; 
theological reflection; testimonies; legisla-
tive information; suggestions for action; 
map and chronology; and more. The packet 
price is $5, including postage. For info, 
Angie Berryman/AFSC, 1501 Cherry St., 
Philadelphia, PA 19102. 
VVAWat25 
The Vietnam Veterans Against the War 
is commemorating its 25th anniversary this 
year with various events in New York. On 
Saturday, May 30th, at 10:30 AM, there will 
be a memorial service at the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial on Water St. which is 
open to everyone. After the memorial 
service, there will be a short march to a 
rally in Battery Park. That evening, a 
concert is planned at the Wetlands Club, 
with Country Joe McDonald and others. 
That's at 161 Hudson St. On Sunday, May 
31st, there will be an event reflecting upon 
the work that VVAW pioneered and which 
the veteran's peace and justice movement 
has continued since. A wide range of issues 
will be discussed. For more info, call (718) 
788-2009, or write, VVAW, P.O. Box 74, 
Brooklyn, NY 11215. 
Gender and the Environment 
EnGendering Environmental Thinking: 
A Symposium of Scholars, Strategists, and 
Commmrity Activists will be held at MIT in 
Cambridge, MA, on May 20-22. The event 
will feature topics like lead poisoning, 
urban gardening, sustainable agriculture, 
agro-forestry, reproductive hazards in the 
workplace, military pollution, indigenous 
peoples' environmental movements, women 
in the environmental movement, and eco-
feminism. For more info: Women's Studies 
Program, 14E-316, MIT, Cambridge, MA 
02139. Or call, (617) 253-8844. 
Political Organizer Needed in Cambridge 
Work with the Nicaragua and El 
Salvador committees of the Central Ame-
rica Solidarity Association. Responsibilities 
include: program development, fund 
raising, developing materials, and coordi-
nating tours. Previous organizing expe-
rience is required as well as the ability to 
work in a collective. Bilingual (Spanish and 
English) candidates are strongly preferred. 
Starting salary is $19,000. Send a cover 
letter and resume by April 24th to Search 
Committee, CAEF, 1151 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge, MA 02138. No calls, please. 
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Right to March" group was formed. By 
June, a total of five marches had been pre-
vented by the RUC from marching from 
nationalist areas to the city center. Finally 
in July a march from a small nationalist 
community on the east side of Belfast was 
allowed to march to City Hall. Jennifer 
McCann, a recently released POW who 
now works in both Sinn Fein's Women's 
and POWs Departments, saw it as an 
important struggle for equal political and 
civil rights in which women took a leading 
role: "It was a victory for us in the end. It 
was an issue that took off from Interna-
tional Women's Day and it was primarily 
women organizing the Right to March 
group .... We had won by peaceful protest 
and we weren't intimidated." 
The perseverance of Irish nationalism 
may contain important lessons for femi-
nists in the U.S. where our rights are in 
the process of being swept away. By 
examining the strategies and compromises 
that are made, and comparing the success-
es and failures of women's movements in 
other countries and among different sec-
Grants 
continued from page ten 
Asian Pacific/American Women's Con-
ference, 156 Common St, Belmont, MA 
02178. 
This project grew out a meeting of 
Asian Pacific women at the 1990 "I am 
Your Sister Celeconference" in Boston. 
Since then a group of some 20 Asian 
women who live in Massachusetts have 
been meeting regularly in order to plan a 
conference specifically addressing the 
concerns of a broad range of Asian 
women. The group has also participated 
in political activities including demonstra-
tions against the Gulf War, boycotting a 
local business that it charged with racist 
behavior, and boycotting, along with a 
lesbian and gay Asian group, the musical 
"Miss Saigon." 
The group is committed to working 
against racism, homophobia, militarism, 
and other forms of exploitation, especially 
as these affect women and girls of Asian 
and Pacific descent. A central focus is 
challenging the stereotyping of Asian 
women as being "straight, submissive, 
apolitical, and 'model minorities."' In 
addition the group works against the 
increasingly violent expression of anti-
Asian sentiment locally and nationally. 
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tors of our own society, we can better 
learn what is effective in not only secur-
ing, but upholding, our rights as women. 
However Marron of the Falls Women's 
Center is cautious: "I think for too long 
the women's movement has allowed itself 
to become divorced from the histories of 
the communities where it is organizing. 
They've been forced to see themselves as 
some international movement, that there's 
this common identity for all women and 
they have ignored the difference[s] of race 
and class and culture to the detriment of 
the women's movement" 
Marron 's comment echoes Rebecca 
Gordon's quote in the introduction to this 
article but she approaches the issue from a 
different angle. Where Gordon accuses 
nationalism of obscuring power differ-
ences, Marron criticizes feminism for 
ignoring the differences of race, class, and 
culture. Nationalism is a force in many 
women's lives and many women's move-
ments throughout the world, including 
this country. Nationalist movements can 
create changes that improve women's 
lives, but they will do so more effectively 
(Boston Police Department figures report 
violence against Asians increased 86% 
between 1989 - 1990 alone.) 
The conference ( which was planned 
for mid-March, just as this issue of the 
newsletter was going to press), was an 
effort to organize women into taking 
political action in their own communities. 
Goals for the conference included creat-
ing an agenda for action for Asian Pacif-
ic/ American women and forming groups 
to work on specific projects. Workshops 
that were planned included "Intergenera-
tional Communication and Organizing," 
"Combatting Militarism in Asian Coun-
tries: Organizing Across International 
Lines," and "Asian Women and Leader-
ship/Power Issues." The conference agen-
da emphasized coalition building and 
addressing race and class differences 
among women. There were also plenary 
sessions looking at the history of Asian 
women's political activism, and ways of 
mobilizing communities into action. Cul-
tural events were also planned including 
poetry readings, a Cambodian children's 
dance performance, and a play about 
Asian American lesbians. 
The planning group for this confer-
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when feminism can be integrated within 
them. Rather than dismissing nationalism 
outright, it is an ideology that must be 
examined within its context And, it must 
be evaluated from a feminist perspective, 
along with other paradigms of power, 
oppression, and exploitation. • 
Kelley Ready is feminist activist who has 
worked with the COMADRES (Committee 
of Mothers of the Disappeared of El Sal-
vador), and is cu"ently a graduate stu-
dent in Anthropology at Northeastern. 
She wants to extend special thanks to 
Wendall Waters, for assistance and for 
permission to use her interview material. 
Sources 
Devlin-McAliskey, Bernadette (1986) 
"Two Decades of the Irish Struggle" in 
Forward Motion, Vol. V No. 3. 
Levenson, Leah and Jerry Natterstad 
(1986) Hanna Sheehy-Skeffington: Irish 
Feminist. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse Univer-
sity Press. 
McAuley, Chrissie, ed. (n.d.) Women in a 
War Zone . Dublin: AP/RN Print 
ence includes heterosexual, lesbian, bisex-
ual, and "confused/questioning" women, 
and women who are Chinese, Japanese, 
Korean, Indian, Filipina, and bi-racial. 
The group includes women ranging in age 
from those in their twenties to those in 
their sixties. Conference organizers are 
very concerned about remaining diverse 
and increasing contact with the Japanese, 
Cambodian, and Vietnamese communities 
around Boston, and with working class 
and poor women. Extensive outreach was 
planned for the conference, and 200 
women were expected. Resist's recent 
grant was used for expenses of making 
the conference accessible to disabled 
women. 
Note: When groups request funding for 
accessibility projects ( all criteria for 
selecting such projects are the same as 
for any other project) they are also eligi-
ble for funding for a second project with-
in the same year. In general, Resist is less 
likely to fund conferences than it is other 
activities that have an on-going educa-
tional or organizing focus. 
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In each issue of the newsletter we 
highlight a few recent grants made to 
groups around the country. In this issue 
we include grants made to women's pro-
jects. (Yes, March is women's month, but 
here at Resist we believe women's issues 
should be on the agenda all the time!) 
The information in these brief reports is 
provided to us by the groups themselves. 
For more details, please write to them at 
the addresses included here. 
. Association of Haitian Women in 
Boston, 51 Birchcroft Rd., Hyde Park, 
MA02136. 
During the last five years of upheaval 
in Haiti there has been a bursting forth of 
women's organizations in that country. 
Here in Boston, Haitian women have also 
organized, to defend the rights of women, 
to denounce all types of stereotyping of 
women, to fight for justice, and to enable 
Haitian women to realize that they "have 
always been part of history and can make 
history by joining the fight for a truly 
equal society." 
The Association of Haitian Women in 
Boston was born in 1987 with several 
goals in mind. The group primarily wants 
to help women make their own decisions 
without believing that they must rely on 
men; to deyelop women's confidence and 
break the cycle by which misconceptions 
about women are passed from mother to 
daughter; work for a cleaner and healthier 
environment; work for justice in Haiti, 
here in the U.S., and around the world; 
and join in coalition with women's move-
ments everywhere. 
Towards those goals the group has 
sponsored three youth outreach programs 
working with Haitian young people. The 
program teaches Haitian poetry and 
songs, drumming, arts, and environmental 
awareness. The Association offers ESL 
and literacy classes for Haitian women, 
and has co-sponsored a major conference 
on women and AIDS. The Association 
has a monthly radio program focused on 
women's issues, and has a project to pro-
mote solar energy in Haiti. 
The group supports and works for 
abortion rights, and is supportive of the 
lesbian and gay movement and access for 
people with disabilities. The group has 
worked on many coalition projects with 
other women's organizations and with 
communities of color in Boston. Resist's 
recent grant was for a project on rape and 
battering, two issues that the Haitian com-
munity has not directly addressed before, 
according to members of the Association. 
The goal of the project is to help women 
who have been raped or battered organize 
around these issues. A pamphlet on vio-
lence against women in the Haitian com-
munity was produced and distributed in 
churches and other community centers, 
and public awareness is being developed 
through appearances on Haitian radio pro-
grams and community TV. 
Indigenous Women's Network, P.O. 
Box 174, Lake Elmo, MN 55042. 
The Indigenous Women's Network 
was born from the collective vision of var-
ious indigenous women and organizations. 
Janet McCloud, a Tulalip woman, provid-
ed leadership by hosting gatherings in 
1984 and 1985, bringing together women 
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from The Seventh Generation Fund, the 
International Indian Treaty Council, Artis-
tas lndigenas, Ka Lahui Hawaii, the Cana-
dian Native Women's Association, 
Anishinabe Akeeng, and others. 
The Network became official in 
1989, and works to promote the self-
esteem of indigenous women through a 
process that employs traditional values 
and spiritual health as a way a solving 
contemporary problems in women's lives. 
The Network also seeks to share its col-
lective knowledge by providing technical 
assistance to particular groups (indige-
nous women from the Americas, Aus-
tralian Aborigines, the Kanaks of New 
Caledonia, the Maori of Aotearoa, and 
others of the Pacific Basin). The Network 
hopes to educate indigenous communities, 
and the world, on conditions affecting 
these groups and to increase the visibility 
of women. As an international organiza-
tion, the Network collaborates closely 
with other international groups that share 
its vision. 
In addition to general networking, the 
group is sponsoring an Honor the Earth 
Campaign in 1992, which will include 
public events, a concert series, and a 
media campaign to catalyze change in 
public consciousness on the environment 
and to focus attention regionally on 
indigenous environmental, religious free-
dom, and land rights issues. 
The Network addresses Native sov-
ereignty, environmental contamination, 
racism, poverty and homelessness, 
domestic violence, nutrition, sustainable 
resource management and economic self-
sufficiency in its projects and publica-
tions. According to its members, the 
group is inclusive of lesbian and gay 
members. It has not established a position 
on abortion rights. 
The Network's membership maga-
zine Indigenous Woman is a very beautiful 
resource full of news, feature stories, poet-
ry, art and photos. Articles have discussed 
domestic violence in native communities, 
explored the relationship between envi-
ronmental protection and jobs, and pro-
filed women leaders and artists. Resist's 
grant was used to distribute the magazine 
to organizations and individuals, women's 
book stores, and community centers in the 
U.S. and Canada. 
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